WESTSAIL PULPITS, RAILS, STANCHIONS AND LIFELINES

The bow pulpit should be carefully checked, especially at the welds where it attaches to the plat​form.  After hitting pilings a few times, or other boats or similar immovable objects, the welds sometimes crack, or water gets in and corrodes the weld, causing a break.  Check the wire loops welded to the pulpit to attach the lifelines for signs of broken welds.  I have always felt the Westsail 28 and 32 single rail bow pulpit was not very sturdy, did not offer enough protection because it only came back halfway on the platform, and did not have an intermediate rail to help prevent the jib from blowing overboard when it is pulled down and stuffed onto to the platform in preparation to securing it.

A long double rail bow pulpit is available to replace the original short single rail pulpit.  This pulpit mounts in the same place as the original, however the aft end extends back to the end of the platform.  There is an intermediate rail for added strength and security.  Loops are welded to the ends to attach to the lifelines.  The lifeline wires will have to be shortened to connect to this xtended pulpit.  Plates are welded to the forward legs to mount the running lights.  Holes are provided in the aft base plates to pass the running light electric wires down thru the platform.  Check the drawing for the leg locations to match the platform installed on your boat.

Another popular safety item for the Westsail 32 is a stern pulpit.  This pulpit mounts with four baseplates to the wooden boomkin, with backup plates on the underside.  It has an intermediate rail on each side for rigidity and safety.  Loops for lifeline attachments are also provided.  The pulpit is made so that the top rail comes just behind the crosspiece, and is straight across the stern in order to clear in front of a windvane.  Lifeline clamps are available to attach to a 1" tube boom gallows to run lifelines from the gallows to the pulpit.

This stern pulpit works fine providing the mainsheet is installed on a traveler on the bridgedeck or above the hatch.  If you have the original design of mainsheet at the end of the boom, a hoop is available welded to the pulpit, with a strap welded at the top in the center over the tiller.   A fiddle block with becket is used at this attachment point instead of the two single blocks normally used on the boomkin, with a camcleat built in to handle securing the mainsheet.  It is necessary to remove the existing blocks on the boomkin to mount the stern pulpit.

A similar stern pulpit is available to fit the Westsail 28.  This pulpit is made from 1" stainless steel tubing, and mounts with the two forward baseplates on the caprail and the after two legs on the stainless steel boomkin pipe.  These aft legs have removable sockets with a saddle welded to the ends to fit over the boomkin pipe, and they can be fastened with hose clamps around the boomkin pipes, or by drilling and tapping into the boomkin pipes and bolting with 1/4" bolts.  The pulpit has an intermediate rail on each side for rigidity and safety.  Loops for lifeline attachments are also provided.  A hoop is also available to mount on the boomkin to carry the mainsheet block up over the tiller if you have the mainsheet arrangement on the end of the boom.  This hoop also has saddles on all four feet to clamp or bolt onto the boomkin pipe.

The condition of the lifeline stanchions should be carefully inspected for signs of corrosion cracks, breaks, bending of the gate stanchions, and condition of the welded ears attached to the lifeline.  On the aluminum stanchions used on the later Westsail 32's, the welded loops have been known to wear through, or break off.  If they do, they can be replaced with a stainless steel eyestrap, through bolted with #10 bolts and locknuts.
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