SPLIT COCKPIT FLOOR MODIFICATION

A method to gain easy access to the engine room on the Westsail 28 or 32 is to split the cockpit floor in half, and have both halves easily removable.  This can be done on all the W28's, and the majority of the W32's, except for the early boats that had a molded tub for the cockpit.  The standard removable floor is difficult to lift up, and heavy to handle, especially in a seaway.

Unbolt the floor of the cockpit and  clean off the old caulking.  Cut the floor in half crosswise across the beam of the boat.  Attach a strip of wood or fiberglass to the underside of the cut on the forward half, so that the back half has a lip to seat on.  Seal all of the exposed edges of the plywood core with epoxy resin, and paint.  Use foam tape, obtainable at most auto stores or Home Depot as a gasket.  

Clean off and smooth the lip on the bottom of the cockpit tub.  Use carriage bolts with wingnuts on the lip to hold each half down.  Another idea is to install long carriage bolts on each half just inside the lip, and a wood crossbar underneath to hold each half down.

The forward half, since it is over the top of the engine, can be kept secured down most of the time.  It is the back half that should be readily available to be lifted and slid forward to gain ready access to the area just behind the engine.
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