RUDDER WASHERS

I have found a source on sheet polyethylene to make new washers to use on the rudder installations on all the boats.  The washers are used to take up the gap between the gudgeons and the rudder, to keep the rudder from banging while in the water.  Since the rudders are made of fiberglass with a foam core, they will float up when in the water, and consequently washers are needed at both ends of at least one pintal pin to take up the gap and prevent the rudder from moving up and down.

On the W42 and W43, the washers are installed on the upper end, between the rudder and the hull, as well as on the gudgeon end.  If you are missing needed washers, and do not want to remove the rudder to install them, the plastic washer can be cut, twisted open, and forced around the pintal or the rudder post.

The washers are available in three sizes, and two thicknesses.  The early Westsail 32's had stainless steel pintals and gudgeons, and the pins are 15/16" diameter.  These washers are 1" ID x 2" OD.  The majority of the W32's and the W28's have fiberglass gudgeons and bronze pins, and these pins are 1-1/4" diameter.  These washers are 1-3/8" ID x 2-1/4" OD.  The W42 and W43 use a 2-3/8" diameter rudder post, and these washers are 2-3/8" ID x 3-1/2" OD.

The material I have available is 1/16” thick, and also some ¼” thick.  Specify what thickness you want, and how many of each.

Plastic rudder washers - specify size and quantity needed -------------------------- each -------  $ 0.75

WEAR ON FIBERGLASS GUDGEONS

The majority of the Westsail 32’s and 28’s have fiberglass gudgeons bolted to the hull, and bronze pins bolted to the rudder.  Eventually the bronze pins will wear the fiberglass tube in the gudgeon.

If you are noticing some excessive play in the rudder gudgeons there is not too much you can do, but here are some suggestions.  

One method would be to put a thin sheet of Mylar wrapped around the pins to take up any wear.

Another possible fix I came up with is when the boat is hauled, put some tape around the pins under the gudgeons, and pour some thickened epoxy resin around the pins to fill the gaps.  When the epoxy is just getting hard, move the rudder back and forth to make sure the resin does not stick to the pins.  That should fill in the worn areas.

W28 bronze pins – 1” x 10” – machined and with fasteners ---------------- each ----------- $ 140.00 
W32 bronze pins - 1-1/4” x 11-1/2” – machined and with fasteners ------- each ----------- $ 150.00
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