TILLERS

The wooden tillers used on the Westsail 28 and 32 were laminated mahogany and ash, and if left to weather without a cover or good varnish protection, will eventually delaminate as the glue breaks down.  If this is happening, and the wood is still sound, remove all of the old varnish, apply at least two coats of saturating epoxy resin, then revarnish.

Carefully check the end of the tiller periodically to make sure rot has not started at the end inside the rudder.  You will need to remove the 1/2" bolt holding the tiller to the rudder, and pull the tiller out.  

There is a steel box that the tiller slips into, and if the tiller is not snug in the box, you will have excess play in the tiller, and it will enlarge the hole on the tiller pivot.  Add pieces of formica to the sides of the tiller to get it to fit snug into the steel box.

I recommend formica for shims because it is thin, and easily cut and glued in place.  The shim should not be a small round disk, but a rectangular piece glued to the sides of the tiller that extends to the ends of the stainless steel box on the rudder.  That way you get a good bearing surface to take the tiller to rudder loads.  Put in enough shim thickness to eliminate any side play between the tiller and rudder box.  Tighten up the locknut on the tiller attachment bolt just enough so that the tiller will stay at any place you move it, without falling back down to the lowest position.

The rudder cheeks were originally made from ash, but can also be made of teak, or any other available wood.  They are not structural, as the steel box under them transfers the rudder load to the tiller.  A number of owners have made the cheeks from Starboard plastic material, and they should  never have to be replaced again.

I do have new tillers available, and they are laminated mahogany and ash, completely finished, and coated with varnish.  If you prefer, I can supply the tiller without varnish, if you want to coat it with saturating epoxy resin prior to varnishing it.

The Westsail 32 tiller is 3" wide x 4" high at the base, and 70" long, tapering down to 1-1/2" at the end.  The Westsail 28 tiller 2-1/2" wide x 3-1/2" high at the base, and 66" long, tapering down to 

1-1/2" at end.  Both have a crown in the tiller, and are laminated mahogany and ash.

Westsail 28 or Westsail 32 tiller - varnished ----------------------------------------------------  395.00
Westsail 28 or Westsail 32 tiller - not varnished -----------------------------------------------   370.00
Packing and shipping of a tiller anywhere in the US is ----------------------------------------    40.00
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