WOODEN BOWSPRIT DELAMINATION AND DRY ROT

On the W28 and W32 the bowsprits were made from laminated strips of fir or mahogany, with 3 to 5 vertical laminations, and glued with resorcinol or brown powder glue.  After this many years, the glue usually breaks down, and the boards separate slightly, allowing rainwater to get inside, and usually permitting dry rot to get started.  A sharp pocket knife pushed in around any openings and all fittings should disclose and soft wood in the bowsprit.

Another potential problem spot is where the eyeband is attached to the end of the bowsprit.  Water gets in behind the fitting, and rot starts.  If you have not done so previously, the eyeband should be removed and the wood under it checked for condition.  Remove the four screws, and tap on the ears to rotate and free up the eyeband.  The staysail eyebolt should be removed and checked for soundness and rot around the hole.  Also check around the anchor roller plates on the sides of the bowsprit.

If the wood is still sound, with no signs of dry rot, then scrape off all of the varnish or paint from the top and bottom, and the ends.  Seal the wood with at least two coats of saturating epoxy resin, such as "West System" epoxy, or "Git Rot" penetrating epoxy, including all of the holes for mounting the rollers and platform.  If there are still some open seams in the wood, add some filler to the epoxy to make a paste, and force this mixture into the seams to seal them.  Reinstall the eyeband and staysail eyebolt with a good grade of marine caulking, then varnish or paint over the resin.

If you have to replace the bowsprit, we would suggest making it out of one piece of fir, or at most two pieces, with just one vertical seam.  Use epoxy resin to glue the joint, and seal the wood and all holes with two coats of saturating epoxy resin before varnishing or painting.

As a replacement for the wooden bowsprit for a Westsail 28 or 32, we have available a bowsprit made from stainless steel box section tubing, with tubes welded in place for the attachment bolts to fit through.  This bowsprit is made from tubing that is 4" square, with a .120" wall, with end plates welded on, and the eyeband welded to the end.  Since it is a direct replacement for the wooden bowsprit, you can use your existing platform, anchor rollers, staysail pedestal, and stay​sail eyebolt.

[image: image1.jpg]


Stainless steel sampson posts can also be welded onto the bowsprit, and do not need to go through the deck.
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