BOBSTAY WIRE FAILURES

Another stay that should be checked at least once a year is the bobstay, primarily the end down at the waterline.  The lower end should have a toggle strap on it, however Westsail did use a swaged fork fitting on many of them.  The fork corrodes due to electrolysis, and hairline cracks develop on the swaged fitting.  A replacement bobstay is available of Sailbryte wire with new fittings swaged on both ends.  The whisker stays and hull tangs for the bowsprit never seem to have any problems, but they should be checked in any event as a precaution.  Keep a zinc attached to the bobstay hull fitting to protect against electrolysis.

On the Westsail 32 there can be as much as a 2,000 lbs. load on the headstay, and there can be close to 6,500 lbs. load on the bobstay.  It does take a good wire to handle this load.  We have seen some boats with a chain for the bobstay, however the chain cannot withstand these high loads without deforming, and possibly breaking.  I also talked to an owner recently that said he experienced electrolysis between the galvanized chain and the stainless steel bobstay fitting in the hull.  The stainless fitting lost out, and the hole broke out on the fitting.
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Prices:

Westsail 28 Bobstay wire with swaged end fittings - 5/16" Sailbryte stainless steel wire

   with a 5/8” marine eye on upper end, and a 5/8” toggle on the lower end, should be 

   6'- 9", but check the length -------------------------------------------------------------------------- $ 155.00

Westsail 32 Bobstay wire with swaged end fittings - 3/8" Sailbryte  stainless steel wire

   with a 5/8” marine eye on upper end, and a 5/8” toggle on the lower end, should be 

   8'- 5", but check the length -------------------------------------------------------------------------  $ 195.00

Westsail 42/43 Bobstay wire with swaged end fittings - 7/16" Sailbryte stainless steel

   wire with a ¾” marine eye on upper end, and a ¾” toggle on the lower end, should be 

   9'- 0", but check the length --------------------------------------------------------------------------- $ 295.00
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