BOBSTAY FITTINGS

The early Westsail 32's had the bobstay fitting on the hull at the bow waterline made from two stainless steel exterior plates, that were bolted onto the hull on the outside with four 3/8" carriage bolts on each plate.  The front end was separated enough to permit the bobstay wire eye end to go between the two plates, and a 5/8" bolt and locknut were used to attach the stay end.

This design was changed to an internally mounted bobstay fitting, and this same fitting was used on the rest of the line of boats.  On the W28 and W32 this fitting has a 3/8" thick stainless plate, welded to a 2" x 2" angle stainless, attached so the angle forms a V with the thick ear piece.  A slot is cut in the stem of the boat, and the plate inserted from the inside, set in a bed of fiberglass putty, and bonded over with layers of mat and roving on the inside of the hull.  The external seam was then caulked to prevent water from weeping into the cut.  The bobstay fitting on the Westsail 42 and 43 uses a ½” thick plate, with a 3” x 3” x 10” angle stainless, with holes slightly over ¾”.

The bobstay fitting should be carefully inspected periodically for signs of corrosion and electroly​sis.  I have seen these eaten up by electrolysis, especially when the boat is loaded enough so that the fitting is constantly in the water.  I recommend that a small zinc be attached to the lower end of the fit​ting to protect it from electrolysis.  Since these fittings are installed through the hull, with a V piece of stainless steel welded to the backside, and bonded over, it is possible for the caulking around the fitting to harden, and permit water to weep in around the fitting.  Also, when some previous owner rammed the dock with the stem of the boat, the bobstay fitting may have been loosened, and water can seep in, starting crevice corrosion.  Renew the bead of caulking around the bobstay fitting by using masking tape to define the edges of the caulking bead, fill with polyu​rethane caulking, wipe the excess to smooth it out, then pull the tape to make a perfect bead of caulking.

BOBSTAY FITTING LEAKS

A slight weeping problem of the bobstay fitting is not too unusual.  I have heard of it happening to some boats.  As long as the inside glassing is good, then cleaning out and re-caulking the out​side of the slot against the fitting is correct.  Use a polyurethane caulking rather than an epoxy putty, as it is more flexible, and should hold out the water and last longer than epoxy.  Use masking tape to mask off the seam width on the hull and the fitting, put on the bead of caulking, force it into the crack, then wipe off the excess with a small rounded tool or stick.  Pull the tape, and you will have a clean caulked seam.  Move some weight out of the bow and into the stern to raise the fitting above the water if you are doing this job while still afloat.  Be sure to put a piece of zinc on the bobstay fitting to prevent electrolysis, as I have seen a number of these get pitted out by electrolysis.  Use a pair of small round zinc plates normally used on metal rudders, and attach through the bottom hole in the bobstay fitting, or drill an extra hole near the bottom corner of the fitting.

I also talked to an owner recently that said he experienced electrolysis between his galvanized chain bobstay and the stainless steel bobstay fitting in the hull.  The stainless fitting lost out, and the hole broke out on the fitting.  I do not recommend using chain for a bobstay.

Bobstay fitting SS internal through hull – W28/W32 -------------------------------------------- $  245.00

Bobstay fitting SS internal through hull – W42/W43 --------------------------------------------     265.00

Bobstay fitting SS external for W32 ---------------------------------------------------------------      495.00

Zinc for bobstay fitting --------------------------------------------------------------------------------        5.00
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