RUNNING BACKSTAYS

The primary use of the running backstays is to steady the mast when using a staysail and reefed main, without a jib up.  Under these conditions, the mast can pump forward where the staysail attaches if it does not have the aft staying of the running backs.  This condition causes the staysail stay to go very slack, and the windward performance suffers, and under extreme conditions, could cause buckling of the mast.

Most masts that Westsail supplied are already equipped with a pair of tangs on each side of the mast, near the tang for the staysail stay.  Sometimes this is a single tang on each side instead of a pair on each side.  This is used for attaching the upper end of the backstay wire.  If your mast does not have these, I can supply them.  They attach to the mast with a 1/2" bolt thru the mast, and the spreader lift tangs are usually also attached to the same bolt.

The lower end of the tackle is usually attached to a tang on the stanchion attachment bolt on the inside of the bulwark by the cabin back.  There is also a padeye installed on the inside of the bulwark near the aft lower shrouds to attach the backstay tackle when not being used.  
The backstays themselves are 3/16" stainless steel flexible wire for the Westsail 28 and Westsail 32, vinyl coated, with an eye or a thimble swaged to the upper end to attach to the mast, and an eye swaged to the lower end where the block is attached.  The backstays for the Westsail 42/43 are ¼” vinyl coated wire.  The tackle consists of two stainless steel fiddle blocks, with 40' of 7/16" braided dacron line on each one.  The lower fiddle blocks have a snap shackle and a cam cleat.

Please specify if you have a single tang, or a pair of tangs, on each side of the mast.

Running backstay wires for Westsail 28 – 3/16” vinyl coated x 22’ - pair ------------------   $ 140.00

Two pairs of #30 blocks, line, lower tangs and padeyes for W28 ------------------------------    375.00

Running backstay wires for Westsail 32 – 3/16” vinyl coated x 28’ - pair --------------------   150.00

Two pairs of #30 blocks, line, lower tangs and padeyes for W32 ------------------------------    395.00

Running backstay wires for Westsail 42/43 – 1/4” vinyl coated x 37’ - pair ------------------   240.00

Two pairs of #40 blocks, line, lower tangs and padeyes for W42/43 ---------------------------   530.00

Mast tangs and bolt if needed ----------------------------------------contact Westsail parts -------   

Terms: 50% deposit with order, balance COD plus shipping cost and sales tax in CA
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