WESTSAIL 32 STANDING RIGGING

On the Westsail 32 there have been a number of failures of the boomkin stay fittings that have caused extensive rigging repairs to be needed, and in more than one case, the entire mast, rig, sails, etc. went overboard and was lost.

The early Westsail 32's had a wooden crosspiece on the boomkin, with a U bolt to hold the back​stay.  This piece must be carefully checked for rot and cracking that could let the U bolt pull out.  Westsail then made a stainless crosspiece with a 2" web.  Some of this type have bent under heavy loads, but I have not heard of any failures.  The current design has a 4" vertical web, with a reinforcing bar below the backstay ear.  These boomkin crosspieces are available if you need to replace yours.

A major problem point is the boomkin stay tang bolted to the hull.  The early boats had a 1" wide tang, with a 1/2" hole for the pin on the stay, leaving less than 1/4" of metal around the hole.  The condition of the metal around the hole is not readily visible for inspection because it is cov​ered with the toggle end of the stay.  Being in and out of the water, and flexed with loads, the end of this tang can develop unseen cracks and hole elongation.  The failure of this tang has caused the loss of the entire rig on more than one instance.  The turnbuckle on the stay should be loosened, the pin on the toggle end pulled out, and the end of the tang carefully inspected for fractures at every haulout.

After 1975, the width of the tang was increased to 1-1/4" wide, giving enough cross section area around the hole to prevent elongation.  New 1-1/2" wide tangs are available, as well as new wire stays with swaged ends.  The new 1-1/2” tangs fit in the same holes as the old ones, and are easily replaced.  You must still check for cracking and corrosion, including the toggle strap on the end of the stay.  The condition of the swage to the wire should be checked for hairline cracks on the swage.  We use 9/32" 1 x 19 Sailbryte wire as it is more corrosion resistant than the 304 grade normally used.

The other stay that should be checked at least once a year is the bobstay, primarily the end down at the waterline.  The toggle strap or fork also corrodes, and hairline cracks develop on the swaged fitting.  A replacement bobstay is available of Sailbryte wire with new fittings swaged on both ends.  The whisker stays and hull tangs for the bowsprit rarely seem to have any problems, but they should be checked in any event as a precaution.  Keep a zinc attached to the bobstay hull fitting to protect against electrolysis n the event it is underwater.

Replacement standing rigging is available from Worldcruiser, at very competitive prices.  After 8 to 10 years the lower end swage fittings may develop hairline cracks, or broken strands.  This is a sign that the rigging should be replaced.  Most W-32's had 9/32" wire, with marine eyes at both ends.  If you can exactly measure each wire from eye to eye, new rigging with identical swaged eyes can be supplied.  If you cannot measure the wire, or as an alternative on a new installation, wire is available with a marine eye swaged on the upper end, and the wire left long with a bare lower end.  A Staloc fitting is available to install yourself after marking the location of the turnbuckle on the lower end.

New turnbuckles are available from Westsail Parts Co., with a chrome bronze open centerbody.  The threaded ends are forged stainless steel with strap toggle ends.  If you need to replace only parts of your turnbuckles, the center bodies, or the right or left hand threaded toggle ends are available. 
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