CABINTOP HATCHES

An alternative I have seen done is to replace the teak hatches on the cabintop with aluminum ones.  The aluminum ones will seal better than the original teak ones, especially after the years have opened the teak seams, dried out the caulking on the plexiglass, and crazed or cracked the plexiglass.

The cabintop hatches have a molded boss on the cabintop, which is flat across the top surface, and should be 22-1/2" square on the inside, and 25-1/2" square on the outside.  On the standard construction, a teak piece is set around the inside of the opening, and rises up above the molded boss.  The teak hatch goes over this teak trim to form a waterbreak.  If you decide to remove the teak hatch and replace it with an aluminum one, then shave off the teak trim to be flush with the molded boss, and seal the joint with caulking.  You can then mount an aluminum hatch with a flat flange directly on top of the boss on the cabintop.
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SKYLIGHT HATCH ON THE WESTSAIL 32

The main salon skylight hatch was put into the last deck mold Westsail built in 1977, about hull number 625.  A teak skylight hatch with brass or stainless steel bars was used on this hatch opening.  It is the same skylight hatch that was used on the Westsail 42 and 43 on the cabintop.  It is also possible to have one of these skylight hatches installed on the older Westsail 32's by having a cutout made on the cabintop and a hatch frame and hatch installed.  I have a drawing available to do this modification if you want to give more light and ventilation in the salon of a Westsail 32.  The hatch would have to be built by a local woodworker, because they are no longer being made.  I do have the drawing though.  Alternatively, you could install a flat aluminum hatch with plex center.
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