A prevalent source of leaks on the boats is the caulking behind the stanchion bolts.  Because the stanchion is subject to such great stress and flexing, the caulking breaks down after a number of years, and permits water to leak in.  Every few years you should loosen the bolts holding the stanchions, clean off the old caulking, and recaulk with new polysulphide caulking.

On the early Westsail 32's, only three stanchions were installed on each side.  All of the later boats had a fourth one installed just ahead of the forward lower shroud.  Some of you with these older boats may want to add a stanchion at this spot.  Specify a #3 stanchion, as Westsail numbered them with #1 gate stanchion by the aft end of the house, the #2 is midships, and the forward stanchion is #4.

The #1 gate stanchions Westsail used did not usually have a brace to prevent them from bending when the lifeline gates are down.  Some of the boats did have a brace, but the brace was usually below the middle lifeline, and the stanchion will bend just above the midpoint.  The proper gate stanchion should have a brace leg extending about 2/3 the way up the stanchion, and have loops welded on one side of the stanchion, and to the brace, to attach the lower lifeline.  These are available as a replacement.

The lifelines should be tested periodically, by kicking each fitting with your foot.  If the lifelines survive this test, then each turnbuckle should be unscrewed completely, the threads thoroughly inspected, and then some oil or grease applied when they are reinstalled.  Carefully check the swage fittings where the wire enters the stud for cracking of the swages, or broken strands of the wire.  Tighten all locking nuts, or install new cotter pins.

Shipping of the pulpits must be by truck freight because of the size.  Because of the danger of damaging the pulpit in shipping, we must build a crate of square steel tubing to protect the pulpit, or use a heavy cardboard box.  Construction of this crate is about $100.00.  The box is $45.00.  There is usually a minimum freight charge of about $190 from the shipping companies.

The costs on some of the parts are as follows:

Standard single rail bow pulpit with midrail and fasteners -------------------------------------   795.00

Long double rail bow pulpit with fasteners ------------------------------------------------------  1195.00

For intermediate front rail loop ------------------------------------------------------- add -------    120.00

W32 Stern pulpit with fasteners and backup plates ---------------------------------------------    750.00

W32 Stern pulpit with mainsheet hoop for boom end sheeting -------------------------------   1260.00

W28 Stern pulpit with fasteners and clamps ------------------------------------------------------   895.00

W28 Stern mainsheet hoop for boom end sheeting -----------------------------------------------  595.00

Stanchions, 1" stainless, specify location  ------------------------------------------- each -------   150.00

Gate stanchion with brace leg ------------------------------------------------------------------------  250.00

Stanchion, 1-1/4” stainless for late model W32 decks --------------------------------------------  250.00

Double lifelines with gates both sides with pelican hooks, specify lengths 

  on a drawing or send me the old lifelines ---------------------------------------------------------   700.00

1" lifeline clamps to attach to boom gallows ------------------------------------------ each ------    10.00

Terms:    50% deposit, balance COD plus shipping cost and sales tax in CA.
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