WESTSAIL 32 FUEL TANK REPLACEMENT PROCEDURE

1.  Remove the cockpit drain hose, and the cockpit floor drain fitting.  Cut fuel outlet and vent hose near tank.  Remove holdown allthread and angle plates.  Unscrew clamp on fill pipe and remove screws from fill cap on deck and pry up.  Remove cleats from tank shelf and prop up tank.

2.  Pull tank off shelf and rotate end for end (big end aft and upside down), raising either end up and rotating so as to be able to remove it from shelf and take it out.

3.  If tank will not come out this way, and you have the fiberglass shelves, it will be necessary to cut a corner off of the tank shelf to remove the tank, then stick the corner back on after the new tank is installed.  Cut corner about 15" back from front end and as far outboard and down as possible.  Use a saber saw, grinder, or a carborundum hacksaw blade held with vise grips.  Remove tank and clean up area.

4.  Stick corner back on with epoxy putty if you have cut it off.  If  you do not already have some strips on the shelf to hold the tank up so it does not sit in a puddle of water, use some ¼” to 3/8” teak or fiber strips to do so.  

5.  If you ordered the sight gauge fittings, remember that the depth of insert of the upper valve is greater than that of the lower valve.  Therefore the plastic tube has to be inserted into the upper valve first, then down into the lower valve.  Be sure to put the brass fittings and the rubber grommets on the tube before inserting it into the valves.
6.  Install vent barb on new tank.  Install pickup tube with valve and barb.  Install return elbow and barb.  Fit new tank back in place and prop up.  

7.  Align tank fill with hole in deck.  Use 1-1/2" ID x 6" hose and push fill fitting down with caulking around the flange and screw back on deck.  Make sure there is an O ring to seal the fill cap.  Hook up hoses and clamps.  Replace cleats and holdown brackets and allthread.

8.  Replace cockpit floor drain thruhull and hose, and bilge pump if you needed to remove it.

Tools and materials needed.

Saber saw, carborundum hacksaw blade, grinder, screwdriver.

One 3/8" street ell for return, two 3/8" MPT x  barb adapters to fit your fuel supply hose, one 3/8" MPT x barb adapter to fit vent hose, one 3/8" MPT x FPT valve to shut off fuel,  hose clamps as necessary, epoxy putty, permatex, polysulphide caulking.  For a two tank setup, you will also need two three way fuel valves for the supply and returns.
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